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Quote or Action Political Spectrum 

 
The Sunday night following six men with faces painted black and coats 
turned wrong side out entered several negro dwellings by smashing in 
the doors frightening the women and injuring the men In one instance a 
woman who started to alarm her neighbors w 4 shot at the ball passing 
through her clothes glazed her sides Her son was beaten and because he 
had been known to have a pistol. -  Joint Committee on 

Reconstruction,  William Pitt Fessenden,  Thaddeus Stevens,  

United States Congress 
 

 

����  Radical 

����  Reactionary 

����  Liberal 

����  Conservative 

����  Moderate 

 

"Slavery is not abolished until the black man has the ballot." 

 Frederick Douglass, May 1865. 

 

����  Radical 

����  Reactionary 

����  Liberal 

����  Conservative 

����  Moderate 

 

"With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right 

as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are 

in; to bind up the nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have borne 

the battle, and for his widow and his orphan - to do all which may 

achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace, among ourselves, and with 

all nations."  Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address, March 4, 1865. 
 

 

����  Radical 

����  Reactionary 

����  Liberal 

����  Conservative 

����  Moderate 

 
The people themselves demand such a reconstruction as shall put an end 
to the present anarchical state of things in the late rebellious States, -- 
where frightful murders and wholesale massacres are perpetrated in the 
very presence of Federal soldiers. This horrible business they require 
shall cease. They want a reconstruction such as will protect loyal men, 
black and white, in their persons and property: such a one as will cause 
Northern industry, Northern capital, and Northern civilization to flow 
into the South, and make a man from New England as much at home in 
Carolina as elsewhere in the Republic. No Chinese wall can now be 
tolerated. The South must be opened to the light of law and liberty, and 
this session of Congress is relied upon to accomplish this important 
work. – Atlantic Monthly December 1866 
 

 

����  Radical 

����  Reactionary 

����  Liberal 

����  Conservative 

����  Moderate 

 

“Strip a proud nobility of their bloated estates, send them forth to labor and 

you will thus humble the proud traitors.”  

U.S. Senator Thadeus Stevens - 1866 

 

 

����  Radical 

����  Reactionary 

����  Liberal 

����  Conservative 

����  Moderate 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 



 Bronx Engineering and Technology Academy (βETA) 
         Karalyne Sperling, Principal                                                                             Mr. Ott - U.S. History 

           Name: ________________________________________  Date: _________ 

 

 

 

 
"We have a right to hold the rebels in the grasp of war until we have 
obtained whatever the public safety and the public faith require." Blacks 
with Northern occupation and protection could “pull themselves up by 
the bootstraps” and achieve a social-economic status the same as whites 
within a few generations.  
 
“Grasp of War”, Richard H. Dana, 1865 

 

 

����  Radical 

����  Reactionary 

����  Liberal 

����  Conservative 

����  Moderate 

 
“I felt like a bird out of a cage.  Amen. Amen. Amen.  I could 

hardly ask to feel any better than I did that day…….The week 

passed off in a blaze of glory  “Men are taking their wives and 

children, families which had been for a long time broken up are 

united and oh!  Such happiness.  I am glad I am here.” 
 

Former Slave - 1866 
 

 

����  Radical 

����  Reactionary 

����  Liberal 

����  Conservative 

����  Moderate 

 

“I am for Negro suffrage in every rebel state. If it be just, it should not be 

denied:  if it be necessary, it should be adopted: if it be a punishment of 

traitors, they deserve it.”  

U.S. Senator Thadeus Stevens - 1867 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

����  Radical 

����  Reactionary 

����  Liberal 

����  Conservative 

����  Moderate 

 

“Whether we like it or not; we must realize that fact now and forever.  

To be free, however, does not make him a citizen or entitle him to social 

or political equality with the white man.” 
 
Mississippi Governor, 1866 
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A temporary political vacuum existed in the postwar South. Confederate military and political leaders were 
temporarily prohibited from participating in the political process. Republican governments filled the void and were 
able to retain control by depending upon the votes of the newly enfranchised blacks. Blacks were vital to the 
process, but that did not mean that they ran affairs. Two groups actually pulled the strings of government:  

Scalawags — a derogatory term (originally describing worthless livestock) applied to native white 
Southerners who supported the federal reconstruction plan and cooperated with the blacks in order to 
achieve their ends. Some of the scalawags were entirely above board, having opposed the Confederacy in 
earlier times and later wanted a new South to emerge from the rubble. Others cooperated with or served in 
the Republican governments in order to avail themselves of money-making opportunities. 

 

Carpetbaggers—also a term of derision, but applied to Northerners who went South during Reconstruction, 
motivated by either profit or idealism. The name referred to the cloth bags many of them used for 
transporting their possessions, but today is applied to any recently arrived opportunist. Despite the negative 
connotation of the name, many carpetbaggers were sincerely interested in aiding the freedom and education 
of the former slaves.  

Defined as "men of bad character" who came from the North to work in the South, to "manipulate and 

exploit" the black vote and political office and economic privilege for "self-aggrandizement" 

 

 

RECONSTRUCTION 

1865–77, in U.S. history, the period of readjustment following the Civil War. At the end of the Civil War, the 
defeated South was a ruined land. The physical destruction wrought by the invading Union forces was enormous, 
and the old social and economic order founded on slavery had collapsed completely, with nothing to replace it. The 
11 Confederate states somehow had to be restored to their positions in the Union and provided with loyal 
governments, and the role of the emancipated slaves in Southern society had to be defined.  

Lincoln's Plan  

Even before the war ended, President Lincoln began the task of restoration. Motivated by a desire to build a strong 
Republican party in the South and to end the bitterness engendered by war, he issued (Dec. 8, 1863) a proclamation 
of amnesty and reconstruction for those areas of the Confederacy occupied by Union armies. It offered pardon, with 
certain exceptions, to any Confederate who would swear to support the Constitution and the Union. Once a group in 
any conquered state equal in number to one tenth of that state's total vote in the presidential election of 1860 took 
the prescribed oath and organized a government that abolished slavery, he would grant that government executive 
recognition. 
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Lincoln's plan aroused the sharp opposition of the radicals in Congress, who believed it would simply restore to 
power the old planter aristocracy. They passed (July, 1864) the Wade-Davis Bill, which required 50% of a state's 
male voters to take an "ironclad" oath that they had never voluntarily supported the Confederacy. Lincoln's pocket 
veto kept the Wade-Davis Bill from becoming law, and he implemented his own plan. By the end of the war it had 
been tried, not too successfully, in Louisiana, Arkansas, Tennessee, and Virginia. Congress, however, refused to 
seat the Senators and Representatives elected from those states, and by the time of Lincoln's assassination the 
President and Congress were at a stalemate. 

Johnson's Plan  

Lincoln's successor, Andrew Johnson, at first pleased the radicals by publicly attacking the planter aristocracy and 
insisting that the rebellion must be punished. His amnesty proclamation (May 29, 1865) was more severe than 
Lincoln's; it disenfranchised all former military and civil officers of the Confederacy and all those who owned 
property worth $20,000 or more and made their estates liable to confiscation. The obvious intent was to shift 
political control in the South from the old planter aristocracy to the small farmers and artisans, and it promised to 
accomplish a revolution in Southern society. 

With Congress in adjournment from April to Dec., 1865, Johnson put his plan into operation. Under provisional 
governors appointed by him, the Southern states held conventions that voided or repealed their ordinances of 
secession, abolished slavery, and (except South Carolina) repudiated Confederate debts. Their newly elected 
legislatures (except Mississippi) ratified the Thirteenth Amendment guaranteeing freedom for blacks. By the end of 
1865 every ex-Confederate state except Texas had reestablished civil government. 

The control of white over black, however, seemed to be restored, as each of the newly elected state legislatures 
enacted statutes severely limiting the freedom and rights of the blacks. These laws, known as black codes, restricted 
the ability of blacks to own land and to work as free laborers and denied them most of the civil and political rights 
enjoyed by whites. Many of the offices in the new governments, moreover, were won by disenfranchised 
Confederate leaders, and the President, rather than ordering new elections, granted pardons on a large scale. 

Early Congressional Legislation  

An outraged Northern public believed that the fruits of victory were being lost by Johnson's lenient policy. When 
Congress convened (Dec. 4, 1865) it refused to seat the Southern representatives. Johnson responded by publicly 
attacking Republican leaders and vetoing their Reconstruction measures. His tactics drove the moderates into the 
radical camp. The Civil Rights Act (Apr. 9, 1866), designed to protect African Americans from legislation such as 
the black codes, and the Freedmen's Bureau Bill (July 16), extending the life of that organization (see Freedmen's 
Bureau), were both passed over Johnson's veto. Doubts as to the constitutionality of the Civil Rights Act led the 
radicals to incorporate (June, 1866) most of its provisions in the Fourteenth Amendment (ratified 1868). 

The newly created Joint Committee on Reconstruction reported (Apr. 28, 1866) that the ex-Confederate states were 
in a state of civil disorder, and hence, had not held valid elections. It also maintained that Reconstruction was a 
congressional, not an executive, function. The radicals solidified their position by winning the elections of 1866. 
When every Southern state (except Tennessee) refused to ratify the Fourteenth Amendment and protect the rights of 
its black citizens, the stage was set for more severe measures. 

The Reconstruction Acts  
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On Mar. 2, 1867, Congress enacted the Reconstruction Act, which, supplemented later by three related acts, divided 
the South (except Tennessee) into five military districts in which the authority of the army commander was 
supreme. Johnson continued to oppose congressional policy, and when he insisted on the removal of the radical 
Secretary of War, Edwin M. Stanton, in defiance of the Tenure of Office Act, the House impeached him (Feb., 
1868). The radicals in the Senate fell one vote short of convicting him (May), but by this time Johnson's program 
had been effectively scuttled. 

Under the terms of the Reconstruction Acts, new state constitutions were written in the South. By Aug., 1868, six 
states (Arkansas, North Carolina, South Carolina, Louisiana, Alabama, and Florida) had been readmitted to the 
Union, having ratified the Fourteenth Amendment as required by the first Reconstruction Act. The four remaining 
unreconstructed states—Virginia, Mississippi, Texas, and Georgia—were readmitted in 1870 after ratifying the 
Fourteenth Amendment as well as the Fifteenth Amendment, which guaranteed the black man's right to vote. 

The Radical Republican Governments in the South  

The radical Republican governments in the South attempted to deal constructively with the problems left by the 
Civil War and the abolition of slavery. Led by so-called carpetbaggers (Northerners who settled in the South) and 
scalawags (Southern whites in the Republican party) and freedmen, they began to rebuild the Southern economy 
and society. Agricultural production was restored, roads rebuilt, a more equitable tax system adopted, and schooling 
extended to blacks and poor whites. The freedmen's civil and political rights were guaranteed, and blacks were able 
to participate in the political and economic life of the South as full citizens for the first time. 

The bitterness engendered by the Civil War remained, however, and most Southern whites objected strongly to the 
former slaves' new role in society. Organizations such as the Ku Klux Klan arose. Their acts of violence kept 
African Americans and white Republicans from voting, and gradually the radical Republican governments were 
overthrown. Their collapse was hastened by the death of the old radical leaders in Congress, such as Thaddeus 
Stevens and Charles Sumner, and by the revelation of internal corruption in the radical Republican governments; 
the Grant administration was compelled to lessen its support of them because of growing criticism in the North of 
corruption in the federal government itself. 

Reconstruction's End  

By 1876 only Florida, South Carolina, and Louisiana remained under Republican domination. The Republican 
presidential candidate that year, Rutherford B. Hayes, promised to alleviate conditions in the South, but the feeling 
there had already led to the formation of the "solid South" in support of his Democratic opponent, Samuel J. Tilden. 
In those three states the presidential contest was the occasion for a determined effort to throw off Republican rule, 
and on their electoral votes (and on one disputed electoral vote in Oregon) hung the fate of the famous disputed 
election of 1876. It is practically certain that at least one of the three gave a majority, and thus the presidency, to 
Tilden, but two sets of returns were sent in from each of the three states. A specially constituted electoral 
commission (composed of eight Republicans and seven Democrats) accepted the Republican returns, and Hayes 
was given the presidency. 

Reconstruction officially ended as all federal troops were withdrawn from the South. White rule was restored, and 
black people were over time deprived of many civil and political rights and their economic position remained 
depressed. The radicals' hopes for a basic reordering of the social and economic structure of the South, beyond the 
abolition of slavery, died. The results, instead, were the one-party "solid South" and increased racial bitterness. 
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military rule on a vanquished South and supported corrupt state governments dominated by unscrupulous 
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