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Neutrality Acts



The Neutrality Acts were laws that were passed by the United States Congress in the 1930s, in response to the growing turmoil in Europe and Asia that eventually led to World War II. They were spurred by the growth in isolationism and non-interventionism in the US following its costly involvement in World War I, and sought to ensure that the US would not become entangled again in foreign conflicts.



The legacy of the Neutrality Acts in the 1930s was widely regarded as having been generally negative: they made no distinction between aggressor and victim, treating both equally as "belligerents"; and they limited the US government's ability to aid Britain against Nazi Germany. The acts were largely repealed in 1941, in the face of German submarine attacks on U.S. vessels and the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. 
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(On a Separate Piece of paper) Answer the following questions:

1. What was the Lend Lease Act?

2. What did it allow the United States to do?

3. What was the policy of the United States before the Lend Lease Act?

4. What was the U.S. response to Japanese imperialism in the Pacific?

5. Who attacked the U.S. at Pearl Harbor?

6. Why did the United States enter World War II?

7. Name the Axis Powers (Countries):

8. Name the Allied Powers(Countries):

9. What branch of the U.S. government, under the U.S. Constitution has the power to Declare War?


