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despotism - absolute power, usually abusive
predicessors - came before
Mogul Empire - the empire of the Mongols in India
menace - likely to cause harm; a threat or danger
hostile - unfriendly
arbitrary - random
civil liberty - rights protected by laws
codified - put into law by government
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accordance - in agreement
indisputable - without question
principle - core belief
consulted - asked for advice
prestige - widespread respect
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impoverished - poor
progressive - to go forward/make progress
exploitation -  to use for one side's benefit
ruinously - destructive
serfdom - live as a peasant / poor farmer
sapped - gradually weaken or destroy
disarmament - take away your ability to defend or attack
degraded - to make less than before




