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As we have seen, many of the social reformers during the Progressive Era, some were white, middle-class, 

Protestant, educated women.    

  

Some historians have characterized these social reformers as generous women who wanted to assist the poor. 

Other historians have characterized them as condescending and elitist people who wanted to make immigrants 

become more Christian and American.  

  

Today’s question is: What were the attitudes of Progressive social reformers towards immigrants?   

  

1.  Answer the questions on the worksheet from the following Points of View: 

  

 A.  Progressive social reformers were generous and helpful.  

            B.  Progressive social reformers were condescending and judgmental.   

 

 

After Activity/ Class Discussion/Homework: 

 

• What consensus did you reach?  

 

 

 

 

• What were the arguments used for each side?  

 

 

 

• Most of us were thinking about how we would have felt in this situation.  But how might attitudes 

have differed back then?  

 

 

 

 

 

• What else would we need to know in order to have a better sense of how people felt? 

 

 

 

 

 

• Based on these documents, what are some laws and organizations that we have today that came out of 

the Progressive Era? 
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In the box below, determine whether you agree with POV #1 or POV #2.  You may agree for 
but must supply evidence to back up your decision. 
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Indicate your response regarding each Point of View (POV) below:                               
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ORGANIZING YOUR EVIDENCE


