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THEMATIC ESSAY QUESTION 
 
 

Directions: Write a well-organized essay that includes an introduction, several paragraphs addressing 
the task below, and a conclusion.  Your essay must be typed! 
 
 
 
Theme: Imperialism 
 
Historical Context:  
 During the 1800’s European Imperialism expanded to include India, parts of Asia, and Africa.  
 European colonial rule had both positive and negative effects on their colonial empires. 
 
 
Task: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Define Imperialism 
• Choose a nation and explain how imperialism had a positive effect on that nation.  
• For that same nation explain how imperialism had a negative effect. 
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