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Freeman and slave, patrician and plebeian, lord and serf, guild-master and journeyman, in a word, oppressor
and oppressed, stood in constant opposition to one another, carried on an uninterrupted, now hidden, now
open fight, a fight that each time ended, cither in a revolutionary re-constitution of society at large, or in the
common ruin of the contending classes. In the earlier epochs of history, we find almost everywhere a
complicated arrangement of society into various orders, a manifold gradation of social rank.

The modern bourgeois society that has sprouted from the ruins of feudal society has not done away with
clash antagonisms. It has but established new classes, new conditions of oppression, new forms of struggle in
place of the old ones. Our epoch, the epoch of the bourgeoisie, possesses, however, this distinctive feature: it
has simplified the class antagonisms: Society as a whole is more and more splitting up into two great hostile
camps, into two great classes, directly facing each other: Bourgeoisie and Proletatiat.

On Property (Document 2)

In this sense, the theory of the Communists may be summed up in the single sentence: Abolition
of private property. We Communists have been reproached with the desire of abolishing the right
of personally acquiring property as the fruit of a man's own labour, which property is alleged to
be the groundwork of all personal freedom, activity and independence.

Hard-won, self-acquired, self-carned property! Do you mean the property of the petty artisan and of the small
peasant, a form of property that preceded the bourgeois form? There is no need to abolish that; the
development of industry has to a great extent already destroyed it, and is still destroying it daily.

On Capital (Document 3)

But does wage-labour create any property for the labourer? Not a bit. It creates capital, i.e., that kind of
property which exploits wage-labour, and which cannot increase except upon condition of begetting a new
supply of wage-labour for fresh exploitation. Propetty, in its present form, is based on the antagonism of
capital and wage-labour. Let us examine both sides of this antagonism.

To be a capitalist, is to have not only a purely personal, but a social status in production. Capital is a collective
product, and only by the united action of many members, nay, in the last tesort, only by the united action of
all members of society, can it be set in motion.

When, therefore, capital is converted into common property, into the property of all members of society,
personal property is not thereby transformed into social property. It is only the social character of the
property that is changed. It loses its class-character.



