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On The Invisible Hand: (Document 1)

Every individual necessarily labours to render the annual revenue of the society as great as he can... He
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generally, indeed, neither intends to promote the public interest, nor knows how much he is promoting it. By

preferring the support of domestic to that of foreign industry, he intends only his own security; and by

directing that industry in such a manner as its produce may be of the greatest value, he intends only his own
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gain, and he is in this, as in many other cases, led by an invisible hand to promote an end which was no part

of his intention..

By pursuing his own interest he frequently promotes that of the society more effectually than when he really
intends to promote it. I have never known much good done by those who affected to trade for the public
good. It is an affectation, indeed, not very common among merchants, and very few words need be employed
in dissuading them from it...

On The Wealth of Nations (Document 2)

Is this improvement in the circumstances of the lower ranks of the people to be regarded as an advantage or
as an inconveniency to the society? The answer seems at first sight abundantly plain. Servants, labourers, and
workmen of different kinds, make up the far greater part of every great political society. But what improves
the circumstances of the greater part can never be regarded as inconveniency to the whole.

No society can surely be flourishing and happy, of which the far greater part of the members are poor and
miserable. It is but equity, besides, that they who feed, clothe, and lodge the whole body of the people, should
have such a share of the produce of their own labour as to be themselves tolerably well fed, clothed, and

lodged.

On The Division of Labor (Document 3)

It is not from the benevolence of the butcher, the brewer, or the baker that we expect our dinner, but from
their regard to their own interest. We address ourselves, not to their humanity but to their self-love, and never
talk to them of our own necessities but of their advantages...

As it is the power of exchanging that gives occasion to the division of labout, so the extent of this division
must always be limited by the extent of that power, or, in other words, by the extent of the market. When the
market is very small, no person can have any encouragement to dedicate himself entitely to one employment,
for want of the power to exchange all that surplus part of the produce of his own labour, which is over and
above his own consumption, for such parts of the produce of other men's labour as he has occasion for...

On Slavery (Document 4)

But if great improvements are seldom to be expected from great proprietors, they are least of all to be
expected when they employ slaves for their workmen. The experience of all ages and nations, I believe,
demonstrates that the work done by slaves, though it appears to cost only their maintenance, is in the end the
dearest of any. A person who can acquire no property, can have no other interest but to eat as much, and to
labour as little as possible. Whatever work he does beyond what is sufficient to purchase his own
maintenance can be squeezed out of him by violence only, and not by any interest of his own.



