
44. . . . One positive, undisputed result of the Crusades was a greatly expanded knowledge of geography
gained by the West. With the coming of such vast hordes of invaders from all points of Europe, the veil of
the "mysterious East" had been lifted for good. . . .

The Arab builders learned much about military masonry from the Crusaders who had brought this
knowledge from Normandy and Italy. In constructing the famed Citadel of Cairo, Saladin had taken some
of the features of Crusaders' castles he had observed up and down the Levant [lands of the Eastern
Mediterranean]. Then, when the great cathedrals of Europe began to rise in a somewhat later period, their
builders installed windows of stained glass made with a technique which had originated with the ancient
Phoenicians of Syria and passed along by Syrian Arabs to Europeans living in the East. . . .

From a purely military point of view, the Crusades must be written off as a failure for the West, because,
after changing hands so many times, the territory comprising the Christian Kingdom of Jerusalem reverted
[returned] to the Moslems [Muslims] for good. But during that two-century struggle between East and
West, it is plain now that each side made major contributions to the culture of the other. That vast
interchange let in a few rays of light over a darkened Europe, and removed for good the wall of ignorance
that had always existed between Europe and Asia. . . .

Source: "Legacy of the Crusades," Aramco World, VII, May 1956

a According to this document, what was one positive, unexpected outcome of the Crusades on Western
civilization?

b According to this document, what was one positive, unexpected outcome of the Crusades on
Muslim[Moslem] civilization?

c Based on this document, state one reason the West was disappointed with the outcome of the Crusades.
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