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Evil ought not be done for anything in the world, nor for the love of any 
human being; but yet for the benefit of one that is in need, a good work is 
sometimes freely to be left undone, or rather to be changed for what is 
better. 

For by this means a good work is not lost, but changed into a better. 

Without charity, the outward work provideth nothing; but whatever is 
done out of charity, be it ever so little and contemptible, it is all made 
fruitful, inasmuch as God regardeth more out of how much love a man 
doth a work, than how much he doth. 

2. He doth much who loveth much. 

He doth much who doth well what he hath to do. 

He doth well, who regardeth rather the common good than his own will. 

Oftentimes that seemeth to be charity which is rather carnality; for natural 
inclination, self-will, hope of reward, study of our own interests, will 
seldom be absent. 

3. He that hath true and perfect charity, seeketh himself in nothing, but 
only desireth God to be glorified in all things. 

And he envieth no man, for he loveth no joy for himself alone. 

Neither doth he desire to rejoice in himself, but wisheth to find his 
blessedness above all good things in God. 

He attributeth nothing of good to any man, but referreth it all to God, 
from whom, as from their fountain, all things proceed, and in whom, as 
in their end, all the Saints repose in fruition. 

Oh, if one had but a spark of real charity, truly would he feel that all 
earthly things are full of vanity! 

 
 

Credits: Thomas A Kempis, The Imitation of Christ, ch. 15. 


